
Request for Proposals 

GIS Technician Consultant for 

Battle of the Pequot (Munnacommock) Swamp, July 13-14, 1637 

GRANT AGREEMENT No. GA-2287-15-008 

Background 

The Fairfield Museum and History Center (FMHC), is accepting proposals for a GIS Technician 

Consultant to conduct a pre-inventory research and documentation project to identify the probable 

locations of the engagements and ancillary sites related to the Battle of the Pequot (Munnacommock) 

Swamp (July 13-14, 1637), the last major battle of the Pequot War (1636-1637) in the present-day 

Southport section of Fairfield, Connecticut. This archeological research design is a first step towards an 

initial baseline cultural research study of the battlefield. FMHC will hire a GIS Technician Consultant to 

work with FMHC staff, a Military History Consultant, Research Consultant, and Archeologist to 

undertake this project. 

 

The objectives of the Battle of the Pequot (Munnacommock) Swamp project are to: 1) identify and 

document the Pequot Swamp battlefield and routes of approach, attack, and withdrawal by the English 

and Native combatants; 2) identify Study and Core Areas of the battlefield according to NPS ABPP 

guidelines; 3) Communicate with and inform the general public and landowners about the project and 

hold three (3) public informational meetings; 4) include the local community in the research process and 

encourage active participation in the planning process; 5) obtain landholder permissions to conduct 

fieldwork in Core Areas of the battlefield; 5) gather primary source information (including battle 

narratives, maps, and various military resources); 6) integrate battlefield information into a GIS format; 7) 

use information collected from historical research and GIS survey to draft a technical report.  

As two significant goals of this project are to increase public awareness of the Battle of the Pequot 

Swamp and to build a local consensus regarding long-term preservation of the site, public engagement 

will be central to the project’s success. 

 

Project Responsibilities and Obligations 

The GIS Consultant will examine all documentary evidence, surviving material culture, archeological 

collections, gather relevant local oral history, will use military terrain analysis models (KOCOA) to 

identify potential locations of the battlefield and associated sites, and will identify and then engage 

stakeholders about potential preservation options. 

In consultation with Historian, Researcher, and Archeologist, GIS Consultant will: 1) examine primary 

and secondary source material, maps, oral histories, material culture and archeological collections, land 

use research, conduct site visits to identify prospective battlefield site, and create GIS map of potential 

locations; 2) organize and run three (3) public informational meetings at the Museum, along with 

individual meetings with landholders and Town of Fairfield officials. (The intent is to acquaint the public 

with the American Battlefield Protection Program, to familiarize people with the significance of the Battle 

of the Pequot Swamp, and to outline the purpose of the current research and ultimate goals of the 

project.); 3) identify and then seek written permission (letters) from current landowners to conduct future 

battlefield survey investigations (visual, remote sensing, archeological) on their property, in order to 

determine the existence of war-related objects and to reconstruct battlefield boundaries to gain support for 



a future battlefield survey and preservation/protection plan; 4) develop a research plan/design to survey 

the prospective battlefield site to confirm site locations in order to establish boundaries with well-source 

and researched information, including outline of methods for testing for the battlefield location, with the 

future aim of creating a long-term preservation plan. 

 

Finally, in coordination with Historian, Researcher, and Archeologist, GIS Consultant should compile and 

produce a final technical report for the “Battle of the Pequot (Munnacommock) Swamp (July 13-14, 

1637)” project that includes: a) GIS mapping of the battlefield, associated sites, and battlefield 

boundaries; b) a historical narrative of the battle and source bibliography; c) a research design for future 

battlefield survey testing; d) a provisional battlefield protection plan for long-term research, historic 

preservation, and education.  Four (4) acid-free & one (1) digital copy for the National Park Service and 

one (1) copy for FMHC Library and Special Collections Archives.  

The following work schedule is envisaged for the GIS Technician Consultant:  

Identify Study & Core Areas: Nov 2016 – Jan 2017 

Identify Battlefield Landscape & key Terrain Features: Nov 2016 – Jan 2017 

Conduct KOCOA Analysis of Battlefield: Dec 2016 – Mar, 2017 

Integrate Battlefield Landscape and Key Terrain into USGS Maps: Jan – Mar, 2017 

Create GIS mapping of battlefield terrain and cultural features: Feb – Apr, 2017 

Create GIS data base of battlefield terrain features, properties, etc.: Jan – May, 2017 

Qualifications 

Respondents should have strong professional qualifications related to: 1) 17th century historical and 

military knowledge, specifically the Pequot War era; 2) historical research methodology and archeology, 

including familiarity with Section 106 and 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act (1966), the 

Archeological Resource Protection Act (1979), the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation 

Act (1990); 3) demonstrated experience in GIS and GPS technology; 4) familiarity with Viewsheds, 

KOCOA methodology, and identifying battlefield site boundaries; 5) experience working in a 

collaborative environment, including multiple partners/participants, including but not limited to 

municipalities, various non-profit entities, and the general public; 6) familiarity with reporting standards 

appropriate to the project. 

Respondents should demonstrate the above qualifications: 1) provide a resume with relevant work history, 

including all non-profit and government services; 2) describe any similar projects respondent has worked 

on in the past three (3) years; 3) provide contact names and telephone numbers of references; 4) address 

all of the above qualifications with specificity.  

Application Submittal  

Questions regarding this project should be directed to Michael A. Jehle at (203) 259-1598, or 

mjehle@fairfieldhs.org. Resumes must be received by February 5, 2016, and emailed or mailed to:  

 

Michael A. Jehle, 

Executive Director 

Fairfield Museum and History Center 

370 Beach Rd 

Fairfield, CT 06824 


